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modern battleship. The outbreak of the war with
Spain meant the sealing of all ports in which she
might have been repaired in case of emergency.
Rumors were rife of Spanish vessels ready to inter-
cept her, and the eyes not only of the United States
but of the world were upon the Oregon. A feeling
of relief and rejoicing therefore passed through the
country when this American warship arrived at
Key West on the 26th of May, fit for immediate
and efficient service.

The fleet, though concentrated in the Atlantic
within the region of immediate hostility, was di-
vided for purposes of operation into a major divi-
sion under the immediate command of Admiral
Sampson and a flying squadron under Commodore
Schley.1 The first undertook the enforcement of
the blockade which was declared on the 21st of
April against Cuba, and patrolled the northern
coast from Gardenas to Bahia. Key West was
soon filled with Spanish prizes. On the 27th of
April a brush took place between batteries at Ma-
tanzas and some of the American vessels, without

1A patrol squadron of cruisers under Commodore Howell was also
established to protect the coast from the Delaware capes to eastern
Maine. " It can scarcely be supposed," writes Admiral Chadwick,
** that such action was taken but in deference to the unreasoning fear
of dwellers on the coast."